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sandy plains that stretch from the Aravalli Hills towards the
Indus. One of these may come to visit the camp of an English
officer, girt with sword and shield, having the usual tail of
clansmen with their whiskers knotted over the top of their
heads. The first greeting may probably be made in Homeric
style, by inquiring after his name, parentage, and people ; when
he will proceed at once to answer after the same fashion,
naming his clan, the branch to which he belongs, his family,
and lineage, and being as particular about his eponymous
ancestor as if he were a Dorian Herakleid. If he be interro-
gated, according to incongruous modern notions, as to tlie
State which claims him as subject, lie will indeed admit that
lie dwells within the territorial authority of a dominant ruler,
whose orders he obeys when there is no help for it. But this
ruler is only a powerful chief, who has reached the stage of
territorial sovereignty : and if our friend is of the ruler's clan,
he may go on to explain that his eponym was elder brother of
the chiefs eponym, many centuries ago; whence it is obvious
that he himself, coming from the elder stock, owes no proper
allegiance to a younger branch of the family. Or he may be
of a different clan, or his forefathers came in by an earlier
tribal invasion: all these being good primitive reasons for
asserting, in theory, a kind of privilege against the pretensions
of tenitoiial administration, of revenue demands, and meddle-
some officials generally. For leagues around the soil is pos-
sessed by his brothers, of the same stock with Ids own, to whom
the ultimate source of all ideas upon things political, social,
and even religious is that same eponymous* heroic ancestor,
who is talked of with a certitude that would have impressed
Niebulir, Here, in the head of the m^m stock of a pure-
blooded clan, we have the primeval aristocrat, fairly represent-
ing, perhaps, the earliest ancestors of Ipng-haired Merovingian
kings: or even the remote forefathers of Highland chiefs &ow
become Scottish, dukes, of ancient Armoiican nobles in
Brittany* and Spanish grandees with Gothic blood in their
veins; the founders of that peculiar institution^ the noblesse
of blood, inheriting rank and formal privileges by a title as
good as their sovereign's liereditaiy right to reign.